CHAPTER II

SLATERY IIST ILLINOIS

WHEN the territory comprising the state of Illinois
passed under control of the United States, negro slavery
existed in the French villages situated on the so-called
American Bottom, a strip of fertile land extending along
the east bank of the Mississippi River from Cahokia on
the north to Kaskaskia on the south, embracing the
present counties of St. Clair, Monroe, and Randolph.
The first European settlements had been made here about
1718, by colonists coming up the great river from Louisi-
ana, under the auspices of John Law's Company of the
Indies.

The earlier occupation of the country by French
explorers and Jesuit priests from Canada had been in the
nature of fur-trading and religious propagandism, rather
than permanent colonies, although marriages had been
solemnized in due form between French men and Indian
women, and a considerable number of half-breed children
had been born. Five hundred negro slaves from Santo
Domingo were sent up the river in 1718, to work any gold
and silver mines that might be found in the Illinois country.
In fact, slavery of red men existed there to some extent,
before the Africans arrived, the slaves being captives
taken in war.

In 1784-85, Thomas Jefferson induced Rev. James
Lemen, of Harper's Ferry, Virginia, to migrate to
Illinois in order to organize opposition to slavery in the
Northwest Territory and supplied him with money for
that purpose. Mr. Lemen came to Illinois in 1786 and set-uld read the opinions handed down by the dead
